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If the congressional leadership fails 

to enforce the agreement, it will not be 
worth the paper it is written on and in 
the process of reconciliation we could 
be looking at very serious problems 
getting this program into place. 

Mr. President, I also want to take a 
moment to talk about the disaster sup-
plemental. I am pleased to note that 
yesterday the President vetoed the bill 
because it contains the so-called auto-
matic CR. The automatic CR also vio-
lates the bipartisan budget agreement 
for two reasons. 

First, it would lower the amount of 
discretionary spending available for 
fiscal 1998. The budget agreement calls 
for $527 billion in discretionary spend-
ing for fiscal year 1998, which is $17 
million over last year’s level. If the 
automatic continuing resolution is en-
acted, the majority could refuse to pass 
the 13 appropriations bills, thereby cut-
ting the $17 billion in discretionary 
spending. That would absolutely vio-
late one of the basic Democratic ac-
complishments in the budget agree-
ment and, again, the consensus. 

The automatic CR would make deep 
cuts in programs that are protected in 
the budget agreement. The bipartisan 
negotiators agreed to provide large in-
creases in 13 major discretionary pro-
grams. Examples of these programs in-
clude elementary and secondary edu-
cation, Pell grants, child literacy, Head 
Start, national parks, job training, 
Clean Water Act, Superfund, and the 
COPS Program. Some of the programs 
are preferred by Democrats, some pre-
ferred by Republicans, but the fact is 
we arrived at a consensus. Both parties 
wanted this done. An automatic CR 
would freeze these programs at last 
year’s level, and they would not get the 
increases promised in the budget agree-
ment, at least without further congres-
sional action. 

So, I hope the leadership will comply 
with the budget agreement, put the 
plight of disaster victims above poli-
tics, strip the automatic CR from the 
bill and send the President a clean 
version of the disaster relief bill that 
he can sign. 

Mr. President, I conclude and I thank 
you for your indulgence with this sim-
ple message: A promise is a promise. A 
deal is a deal. The Republican leader-
ship made a promise to the Democrats 
in the Congress and to the President. 
What I am asking here today is that 
they make sure that promise is kept by 
their committee chairs, subcommittee 
chairs, and those who would violate the 
agreement after all of that labor and 
what I think was a smashing success. 

I yield the floor. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON addressed the 

Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 

send a bill to the desk and ask for its 
appropriate referral. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Senator, we have passed the hour for 
recess. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent we extend this 
time for 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The time is 
extended for 10 minutes. 

The Senator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. I thank the Chair. 
(The remarks of Mrs. HUTCHISON per-

taining to the introduction of S. 866 are 
located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 
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DISASTER RELIEF BILL 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
would like to finish by adding to what 
Senator LAUTENBERG has said, that we 
sent a bill to the President for disaster 
relief for the victims of North and 
South Dakota and Minnesota. We sent 
him a bill that we hoped he would sign. 
I don’t think the President has ex-
plained why he would veto a bill that 
he says is necessary for these disaster 
victims when, in fact, all we did was 
say we are also going to make sure 
that we don’t shut down the Govern-
ment so that the very people we are 
trying to help will not be able to get 
the checks that they need after Sep-
tember 30 if Congress and the President 
have not come to agreement. 

It is very important that people un-
derstand that the budget agreement for 
the 1998 budget year are allocations, 
they are not appropriations. In fact, to 
actually spend the money, it takes 
both Congress and the President to 
agree. Sometimes, the Congress and 
the President don’t agree before Sep-
tember 30, which is the end of the fiscal 
year. So we have to start a new fiscal 
year. Now, if there is not an agreement 
and we don’t have a provision for con-
tinuing Government, then we can shut 
down Government again. That is not 
what anyone wants to do. 

So Congress has in the disaster relief 
bill and the supplemental appropria-
tions to go with that bill, the process 
that says we are not going to shut 
down Government, we are going to 
keep spending money at the same level 
that is being spent this year, and then 
when the agreement is made between 
Congress and the President, we will be 
able to go into whatever Congress and 
the President agree on. 

When anyone talks about cuts in 
spending because we go into the 1998 
year under the 1997 spending, there are 
no cuts because there have been no ap-
propriations for 1998, and we haven’t 
come to agreement on the specifics. 

I think it is very proper to ask why 
the President did not sign the bill. I 
think it is proper to say to the Presi-
dent, ‘‘We did send you a bill; you 
chose not to sign it. I think you owe an 
explanation to the disaster victims of 
why you would stand for the authority 
to shut down Government when we are 
trying to continue the process of cov-
ering people in case some of the appro-
priations bills are not passed at the end 
of the fiscal year.’’ 

We just want to make sure that peo-
ple can plan ahead, that they will know 
that their paychecks will be there if 
they work for the Government, that 
their pensions will be there if they are 
veterans who have earned their pen-
sions, that there will not be a disrup-
tion of our Government. We are not 
cutting back from this year’s expendi-
tures. We will say we will keep on 
going until we have an agreement, and 
when that agreement is made, then we 
go forward and the President and the 
Congress together do the job that both 
of us were elected to do. So I think it 
is very important the people of this 
country have the facts and know that 
we are trying to help with all of the 
Federal emergency management funds 
that need to be replenished as well as 
the funds to replenish the Bosnia ac-
counts and the many other supple-
mental expenditures that are in that 
bill. 

Mr. President, I think it is very im-
portant that the President of the 
United States sign the bill and con-
tinue the operation of Government as 
usual so that the people in our country, 
on September 30, will not have to 
worry about a disruption in their lives 
if they work for the Government or if 
they have earned veterans’ pensions or 
if they plan a family vacation or if 
they are going on a business trip and 
they have not renewed their passports. 
Those are the things that are at stake 
here. 

We have a lot of responsibility. We 
can meet that responsibility by mak-
ing sure that the disaster victims are 
covered and that we keep Government 
going on a rational and responsible 
basis. 

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the 
floor. 

f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the hour of 1 p.m. 
having arrived, the Senate will now be 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, at 1:05 p.m., the Senate 
recessed until 2:16 p.m.; whereupon, the 
Senate reassembled when called to 
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr. 
COATS). 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 
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